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The Great Northern Swiss Pairs 
has taken place at the Village 
Hotel, Leeds North, writes Julian 
Pottage, Bridge Correspondent. 
The Yorkshire Contract Bridge 
Association ran this two-day  
event on behalf of the English 
Bridge Union. The winners were 
as follows:
1st Alan Jarvis and Alan Hayward 
165 VPs
2nd Andy Cope and Clive Owen 
159 VPs
3rd Stuart Davies and Nichola 
Cockerill-Smith 157 VPs
4th Jason Hackett and Maria 
Whelan 155 VPs
5th= Nevena Senior and John Prust 
153 VPs
5th= Robin Jepson and Alan 
Brosgill 153 VPs

Bridge news

MINERS’ REFUSAL OF 
CABINET PEACE 

PLAN.
THE COMING 
CAMPAIGN.

“GAMBLER’S LAST 
THROW.”

BY OUR LABOUR CORRESPONDENT.
Two vital decisions were made by the delegate 
conference of the Miners’ Federation yesterday. 
They were:

1. To reject the Government’s proposal of a 
national tribunal.

2. To adopt the South Wales policy, including the 
withdrawal of all safety workers.

The first clause of the South Wales demand 
was actually for the status quo as a form of 
settlement, with the withdrawal of all safety 
men as an alternative. As the morning ses-
sion had passed the first stage, that of rejec-
tion of the Prime Minister’s offer of Sept. 17, 
no settlement policy was before the confer-
ence, and the South Wales alternative 
became the pivot of controversy throughout 
the afternoon.

A series of separate district conferences took 
place at 4.30, delegates conferring in groups 
about the arguments advanced for and against 
the withdrawal of safety workers. Most of the 
speeches, some of them impassioned, had been in 
support of a more warlike phase of the strike, but 
even South Wales was not united, for the Right 
Hon. Tom Richards, M.P., was strongly opposed 
to such a serious course. The adoption of it was 
moved by Mr. Enoch Morrell, president of the 
South Wales Federation, and seconded by Mr, 
Arthur Homer. When the district groups reas-
sembled at five o’clock, it was announced that the 
South Wales policy was adopted by a majority of 
400,000. There was some cheering at the result, 
and Mr. Tom Mann, who was in the lobby of the 
hall, seemed especially gratified.

THE OFFICIAL 
REPORTS.

The following are the official reports of the two 
sessions:

Mr. Herbert Smith was in the chair, and he at 
once called for a report from the districts on 
the question of whether or not the federation 
should accept the Government’s proposals. 
The district voting was then given, and 
resulted as follows:

In favour of Government’s proposals 42,000
Against 737,000

A formal resolution was then passed unanimously 
that the conference should accept the vote of the 
districts as a resolution of the conference emphat-
ically rejecting the Government’s terms.

The conference then proceeded to discuss 
the question of what should be the next step, 

and it was busy doing so at the adjournment.
The following resolution was put to the meeting 
after a discussion of the situation:

(1) Safety men: All such to be withdrawn from 
every colliery.

(2) Embargo: That we urge this on all foreign pro-
duced coal.

(3) Outcrops: That the Miners’ Federation of 
Great Britain immediately order a cessation 
of this practice.

(4) Levy: That a special congress of trade unions 
be called specifically to deal with this matter.

(5) Propaganda: That we send speakers to all 
black areas and that Labour M.P.’s be mar-
shalled for a nation-wide campaign.

(6) The central control of the operations to be 
vested in the Miners’ Federation executive com-
mittee, who shall direct them to the supersession 
of local bodies where necessary.

The card vote resulted as follows:
In favour of the resolution 594,000

Against 194,000
Majority in favour 400,000

The conference adjourned until to-morrow 
morning further to consider ways and means 
and to hear reports from the officials on the 
international situation,

PROTECTION OF 
SAFETY WORKERS,

The grave decision, and the surprisingly large 
majority with which it was made, was unex-
pected by some of the delegates. Always realising 
the important lead that South Wales can give to 
the delegate conference, there remains the open 
question as to how far this declaration of war can 
be made effective. The federation evidently per-
ceives a doubt on the point, and has decided to 
concentrate its campaign of oratory upon the 
“black” districts, a definition chosen to convey a 
stigma. It is scarcely to be imagined that in War-
wick, Cannock, Notts, Derby, Leicester, and 
Lanark the many thousands of men who are 
working will assent to cease work, or to allow this 
new course to become operative. It may be effec-
tive in South Wales, in Yorkshire, and in Lanca-
shire.

The Miners’ Federation does not control the 
safety workers, and they will not voluntarily 
cease work in any coalfield at the behest of 
yesterday’s conference. But the decision will 
be known to all miners this morning, and in 
every village they will take their own active 
steps to apply the national order. Transferred 
to the village street, it involves a reign of terror 
in a number of cases, and if safety workers are 
to continue their operations the Government 
may find it necessary to take immediate steps 
towards the protection of willing workers.

About 40 per cent. of the safety workers of all 
classes are organised within the Miners’ Federa-
tion, and upon them will fall the brunt of the con-
troversy. The rest are in the National Federation 
of Colliery Enginemen, Boilermen, and Mechan-
ics, of which Mr. Robert Shirkey is secretary. The 
latter organisation is very strong in South Wales, 
and has recently concluded there an agreement 
with the mineowners on the eight-hours basis.

BUCKINGHAM PALA​CE
October 7th
The King, Royal Founding Patron, 
The King’s Trust, today attended 
the launch of Apple x King’s Trust 
Creative Labs, an industry-led 
education programme for young 
people supported by The King’s 
Trust, in partnership with Apple, 
at the Headquarters of Apple (UK) 
Limited, 1 Battersea Power 
Station, Circus Road South, 
London SW8, and was received by 
His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Greater London (Sir Kenneth 
Olisa), the Executive Chairman of 
Apple Incorporated (Mr Timothy 
Cook) and the UK Chief Executive 
Officer of The King’s Trust (Mr 
Jonathan Townsend).

His Majesty, escorted by the 
Executive Chairman, viewed a 
music creation workshop and 
spoke to participants.

The King proceeded to the 
Apple Music Hall and, having been 
received by Sir Elton John 
(Musician and King’s Trust 
Ambassador), viewed a sound 
check and subsequently a musical 
performance.

Her Majesty, Patron, The Queen’s 
Reading Room, this morning held a 
Meeting at Clarence House.

The Queen, Patron, the Royal 
Society of Literature of the 
United Kingdom, afterwards 
received Dr Ruth Scurr 
(Chairman) and Ms Laura 
Greenfield (Director) at Clarence 
House.

The Prince of Wales, on behalf 
of The King, held an Investiture at 
Windsor Castle this morning.

KENSINGTON PALACE
October 7th
The Princess of Wales, Joint 
Patron, the Royal Foundation of 
The Prince and Princess of Wales, 
this morning received Mrs Sarah 
Henwood (Chief Executive) at 
Windsor Castle.

ST JAMES’S PALACE
October 7th
The Duke of Edinburgh, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Award 
Foundation, this afternoon held a 
Luncheon.

The Duchess of Edinburgh this 
morning received His Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey (Mrs 
Neelam Devesher).

ST JAMES’S PALACE
October 7th
The Princess Royal, accompanied 
by Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, 
this afternoon attended a 
Reception given by His Majesty’s 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of 
Norway (Her Excellency Ms Jan 
Thompson) at the Residence in 
Oslo, Norway.

Her Royal Highness, 
accompanied by Admiral 

Laurence, this afternoon arrived 
at Bristol Airport from Norway.

Colonel John Boyd and Captain 
Charles Wallace were in 
attendance.

KENSINGTON PALACE
October 7th
The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester, accompanied by the 
British High Commissioner to the 
Republic of Botswana (His 
Excellency Mr Giles Enticknap), 
today carried out the following 
engagements in Gaborone, 
Botswana.

Their Royal Highnesses  
this morning visited a Child-
Friendly Police Centre at Broadhurst 
Police Station established through a 
partnership between the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, the 
Government of Botswana and 
Botswana Police Service.

The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester afterwards visited the 
De Beers Sorting Facility at the 
Diamond Trading Company 
Botswana.

The Duke of Gloucester this 
afternoon visited the University 
Innovation Pod at the University of 
Botswana.

The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester this evening attended a 
Reception and Dinner to mark the 
Sixtieth Anniversary of Botswana’s 
Independence, given by the British 
High Commissioner to the 
Republic of Botswana at the 
Residence in Gaborone.

The Duchess of Gloucester this 
afternoon visited the Anglican 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
Botswana.

KENSINGTON PALACE
October 7th
The Duke of Kent, Patron, 
International Musicians Seminar 
Prussia Cove, this evening 
attended the Autumn Tour 
Concert at Wigmore Hall, 36 
Wigmore Street, London W1.

Today’s birthdays
Mr Neil Harvey, former Australia 
cricketer, is 98; Sir David Hoare, 
Bt, Chairman, C Hoare & Co, 
Bankers, 2001-06, 92; Dame Merle 
Park, Principal, Royal Ballet, 
1959-83; Director, Royal Ballet 
School, 1983-98, 89; Ms Bel 
Mooney, writer and broadcaster, 
80; Earl Mountbatten of Burma, 
79; Sir John Mitting, retired High 
Court Judge, 79; Ms Martha 
Kearney, broadcaster, 69; Mr 
Peter Horrocks, Vice-Chancellor, 
The Open University, 2015-18, 67; 
Lord Khan of Tooting, Mayor of 
London, 56; Sir David Gauke, 
former Conservative Cabinet 
minister, 55; Mr Chris Rampling, 
Ambassador to the Netherlands, 
53; Mr Ben Quilter, former judoka; 
Paralympic bronze medallist, 
London 2012, 45; Ms Maddie 
Hinch, former international 
hockey player; Olympic gold 
medallist, Rio 2016, 38; and Ms 
Garbine Muguruza, tennis player; 
Wimbledon Ladies’ Singles 
Champion, 2017, 33.

Today is the anniversary of the 
opening of the Post Office Tower 
in 1965, then the tallest building 
in London. 

Court
Circular

Appointments
Heather Valletta, c, Camberley St 
Paul (Guildford), to be assoc v, 
Islington St Mary (London); Chris 
Smith, ac, Kingswinford St Mary 
(Worcester), to be p-in-c, 
Pensnett St Mark (same dio); 
Mike Edwards, ac, Bengeworth 
St Peter (Worcester), to be p-in-c, 
Evesham All Saints with 
Hampton St Andrew (same dio); 
Glenn Reading to be ad, Pershore 
and Evesham (Worcester); Phil 
Bradford to be ad  (Worcester); 
Jordan Bentliff, c, Chorley St 
George and All Saints (Blackburn) 
to be v, Baxenden St John the 
Baptist and Accrington St Paul 
(same dio); Ross Stephen Copley, 
ac, Swindon New Town (Bristol) 
to be p-in-c,  Middlesbrough All 
Saints (York); Jon Sanders, assoc 
min, Cherry Hinton (Ely), to be 
chapl, Jesus College Cambridge 
(same dio); James Marston, assoc 
p, Barnes St Michael and All 
Angels (Southwark), to be r, Little 
Ilford St Michael and All Angels 
(Chelmsford); Kizzy Penfold, ac, 
Westfield, Guestling and 
Fairlight (Chichester), to be assoc 
v, Girlington, Manningham and 
Heaton (Leeds).

Resignations and Retirements
David Ritchie, assoc p, Tenpenny 
Villages, ad, St Osyth, mission 
and ministry adv, Colchester 
Episcopal Area, and lic public 
preacher (Chelmsford), to retire 
on Aug 31 2026; Beverley 
Vincent, tv, Halstead 
(Chelmsford), to retire on Sep 4 
2026; Andrew Walker, r, Bourne 
Street St Mary (London), to retire 
on September 15 2026; Herbert 
Birt, r, Monks Eleigh with 
Chelsworth and Brent Eleigh 
with Milden and Kettlebaston (St 
Edmundsbury and Ipswich), to 
retire on September 30 2026; 
Philip Venables, v, Whittle le 
Woods St John and Clayton Brook 
(Blackburn), to retire on October 
11 2026; Janet Nicholls, dio rural 
adv and agricultural chapl 
(Chelmsford), to retire on October 
18 2026; Jane Marr, ac, Blackmore 
and Stondon Massey (Chelmsford), 
retired on May 31 2026; Ian 
Farley, tr, Buckhurst Hill St John 
(Chelmsford), retired July 22 
2026; Ian Blay, r, Mobberley 
(Chester), retired July 31 2026.

Clergy News

McNALLY.—A Memorial Service for the 
life of Patrick “Paddy” McNally, will be 
held at St Paul’s Church, Knightsbridge 
on Thursday 29th October at 12 noon. 
All are welcome. Reception to follow at 
The Berkeley Hotel. RSVP essential to 
memorial@warnefordplace.co.uk by
14th October.
Online Ref: W0053313

TRACEY WHITE Happy Birthday to a 
lovely wife and caring mother. All our 
love from Pat, Max and Chloe xxx
Online Ref: W0053364

STRATFORD.—Margaret Reid of 
Sarratt, died peacefully on 3rd October, 
aged 90. Much loved wife of Muir, 
mother to Gail, Fiona and Duncan, 
grandmother and mother-in-law.
A cherished member of her community 
and special friend to so many, she will 
be remembered with great affection for 
her love of gardening, crosswords, art 
and history. She will be greatly missed 
by all her family and friends. Funeral on 
Wednesday 21st October at 1.45 p.m.
at The Chilterns Crematorium. All 
welcome, family flowers only but any 
kind donations to The Woodland Trust 
or Guide Dogs for the Blind.
Online Ref: W0053246

WIGHAM.—Mary Elizabeth, beloved 
aunt and great aunt, friend and 
physiotherapist extraordinaire died 
peacefully on 22nd September 2026 
aged 93 after a long illness. A Funeral to
be held at Worthing Crematorium on 
4th November at 11.30 a.m. No flowers 
but donations to the Alzheimer’s Society 
may be given online to marywigham.
muchloved.com
Online Ref: W0053327

VAN DEN BROEK.—On 29th September 
2026, to Katrina (née Hadsley-Chaplin) 
and Naboth, a son, Charles Johannes 
Brodie, brother to Alex and Aline.
Online Ref: W0053268

BUSHELL - MARSH.—On 8th October 
1966, at St Joseph’s Church, Epsom, John 
to Marian. Love and congratulations on
your 60th Anniversary from Emma, 
Alistair, Heather, Cathy, Glenn, Ben 
and Max.
Online Ref: W0053308

TURNBULL.—Nicholas Piers, LVO, 
MBE, QGM. Died peacefully on
16th September 2026, aged 63. Beloved 
father of Alexander and Crispin, and 
much loved brother of Andrew, Julia and 
the late Catriona. Private funeral.
A memorial service will be held at a later 
date. No flowers please; donations, if 
desired, to the RNLI or the Woodland 
Trust. Messages of condolence may be 
sent to: enquiry@dmfuneraldirectors.
co.uk
Online Ref: W0053331

WARRILOW.—Antony John died on 
18th September 2026 aged 98. Dearest 
husband of the late Betty and much 
loved father of Sue, Libby and Jo.
Online Ref: W0053318

LOOK UPON mine affliction and my
pain; and forgive all my sins.
Psalm 25.18 (AV)

PALFREYMAN.—Judith of Burton 
Overy, Leicestershire, passed away
peacefully on 18th September 2026,
aged 95 years. Funeral Service at
Great Glen Crematorium on Monday 
19th October at 11.30 a.m. All enquiries
to J. Stamp & Sons, Funeral Directors. 
Tel: 01858 462524.
Online Ref: W0053337

McCRICKARD.—Stella McCrickard JP, 
21st November 1936 – 4th October 2026. 
Died peacefully at The Pines Nursing 
Home, Hove after a short illness. She
will be hugely missed by her daughters 
Sarah and Lucy. Family flowers only; 
donations to Asthma UK c/o
www.cpjfield.co.uk/services/487214
Online Ref: W0053336
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